THE  FIRE  COURT
citizens were to see for themselves the main outline of the new
highways,1 and could plan their own building accordingly.
Whatever difficulties might remain, here at least was sub-
stantial cause for rejoicing.
Fortified by reports from its surveyors the City presented
its answers to Charles on March 22nd, and with them a full
list of the streets as classified under the Act. The proposals for
Lombard Street and for Fleet Bridge it accepted. The King's
wishes were being conveyed to the Companies, with a recom-
mendation to follow them if that should be possible. The
markets would also be removed from the streets, though the
new sites could not be fixed until full consideration had been
given to the alternatives available. The surveyors had re-
ported .that it would be possible to widen the Ludgate exit to
forty-five feet, but not to fifty, and, if His Majesty consented,
that would be done. With the remaining proposals it was not
possible to comply, since the Act provided no powers either for
taking the ground required or to pay for it if so taken. Never-
theless, the City would do what it could to improve Snow Hill
by contracting the conduit at its foot and, if the necessary con-
sent could be obtained from, the ecclesiastical authorities, by
opening the narrowest part next to St. Sepulchre's church.2
It was a clever way out of the dilemma, and though the King
was plainly disappointed that more had not been done, he
could not reproach the City for doing too little. He gave his
approval to the answer, but added, as an admonition for the
1 Pepys's Diary, March 29th, 1667.
2 Jor., 46, ff. 148-9.
Jerman. He now declined for the second time, but when Mills was ill during the
summer of 1667, he carried out his promise to help. He was ultimately prevailed on to
accept the post, being sworn on January 27th, 1668: (Repert., 73, f. 62). His surveys
were much more carefully entered than those of either Hooke or Mills, and many more
of them contain plans of the sites concerned. He built a number of private houses, was
architect to the Wood Street Compter, and deputy-surveyor of St. Paul's. In i6$6
he became Mason to the King. I have tentatively identified him with the person of the
same name living in the parish of Holy Trinity the Less who was frequently consulted
about the rebuilding of the church of St. Michael Queenhythe, to which that parish was
united, often held office there, and in 1685, gave a bell to the church. (See uncatalogued
papers relating to the two parishes preserved at St. James Garlickhythe.)
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